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- Whither the C. L A?

The C. 1. A. is losing Allen Dulles, in the”

- words of one who has known his work long
* ‘and well, “unapproachable for: knowledge of
« the world apd its

| pd ts leaders dnd the use of in-
telligence_in relation to national, security.”
And it 1§ gaming as its new chief Johh A.
McCone, 'a . hard-hitting. adminisfraﬁor and

“eold-war realist who has served Wwith dis:

"ti;lfbgiqn,'as_m Undersecretary of the Air Force

. Undey. Truman and chairman of ¢he Atomiir
Energy Commission under Eisenhower. The .

‘€. T A in sum, has had the best and i

™ But, to crib the late Charles 'E. Wilson, it

vhat is good-for the C. I. A. necessarily good

‘for the U. S. A.?'All unanswered, at a time -
‘of turndver when new policy could be laid .
.. Gown by a new Administration, is the future

tole and control of our gigantic intelligence
outtit. And if the President does not redefine
C. 1. A. function, no one can. - :
I TS tdtubtedly the Targest autono-
fnoug arm of our Government. Its appropria.

© tions, like its émployes, are largely hidden |

under other budget jtems; Congress has no
sure way to review its performance. The
ipress, and thus the public,” are ‘denied all
access to our -system of secret intelligence.
. Is there no feasible form of af least indirect
& control and review of its work? , '

In.out dangérous era, as the Cuban and
U-2 fiascos show, the C. I. A, ‘can play a
major part in our foreign policy or military
" sitirations. And .is this a good thing? Should
'&n agency beyond Cabinet or congressional
control béar responsibility for creating or
tulfilling major overseas commitments?

The President right now faces tough decis-
jons an both the means- and extent of oury

‘military support against the Communist guer-
-rillas in South Viet Nam. Is the Pentagon or

~the C. I. A. to provide his determining ad-

- semi-military role?

And on the purely intelligence side, gather-
ing information on military and political
- agtablishments, of both friend and foe, ts3 not
eur tarflung network of C.LA., Army, Navy,
_Ajr Forcé and Staté Department agents in

“vices? 'Is the Pentagon or the C. 1. A to
equip or direct our counter action? To what
* extent, in fact, is the C. 1, A. to continue its

CPYRGHT

T.he obstacle to such a reduction is bureau- ;
cratic, fiot technical. C. I. A, independente isi
not phraileled in other governments; here it '
bagan qnly with the Second World War, and |
to a greater exte;}t'is a product of the ‘past# 3
.war period. Mr. McCone inherits a vast em. .
pire whose growth has been speeded not
alone by the secrecy of its operations but the ;
unarguability- of its appropriations. That
growth hasvnot been contested and -evaluated |
from the outside, step by step. o

Mr. McCone, as his opening task, might 1
aitempt such an_evaluation. He and the |
President to whom' he reports .

. should try to |
answer the sort of questions wa have raised, |
ard many like them which the publie in its: ?
ignorance can do 1o more than suggest.

o

.great part redundant? Could not friction, as

or all of ourintelligence services at the lower
echelons? ) -
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